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Disclaimer 
This Report was prepared by California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) staff.  It does not 

necessarily represent the views of the CPUC, its Commissioners, or the State of California. 

The CPUC, the State of California, its employees, contractors, and subcontractors make no 

warrants, expressed or implied, and assume no legal liability for the information in this Report.   

This Report has not been approved or disapproved by the CPUC. 
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COMPLIANCE WITH ORDERING PARAGRAPHS (COPS)  

Through August 31, 2020, the Rail Safety Division (RSD) showed 289 total entries in the COPS 

system, with 0 reaching compliance, 285 (99%) not yet due for compliance, and 0 (0%) out of 

compliance.  0 are pending verification. 285 (99%) of all Ordering Paragraphs are assigned to 

members of staff.  Four Ordering Paragraphs are not yet assigned to staff. 

During August 2020, there were 0 new OPs recorded to the COPS database for the Rail Safety 

Division.   
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MONITORING THE WHISTLEBLOWER WEBSITE  

¢ƘŜ wƛǎƪ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ Ǿƛŀ ŀ άǿƘƛǎǘƭŜōƭƻǿŜǊέ 

application on the /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΦ  Whistleblower protections are afforded to utility 

employees and contractors who report potentially unsafe or illegal practices. 

STATISTICS - 1/01/ 20 ɀ 8/3 1/20  

Note:  This is for complaints filed using the on-line Whistleblower Application ONLY. 
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RAILROAD OPERATIONS SAFETY BRANCH ɀ ROSB                                                                                                                                                                                                         

In August 2020, the RSD Railroad Operations Safety Branch (ROSB) completed the following:  

Railroad Operations Safety Branch 
Aug-
2020 

YTD 
2020 

New Incidents Investigated 10 65 

Informal Complaints Investigated 2 24 

Safety Assessments/Reviews 5 90 

Compliance Actions 901 8806 

Major Inspections Completed 2 21 

Operation Lifesaver Presentations 0 11 

ROSB INSPECTION, INVESTIGATION & FIELD ACTIVITIES  

August 3, 2020:  CPUC Rail Safety Inspectors performed an inspection at the BNSF Railway Rail 

Yard (Watson Yard), located in Wilmington, California.  The inspection focused on compliance 

with Federal rail safety regulations regarding labeling, marking, stenciling, placarding, proper 

handling, and the securement of closures on tank cars containing hazardous materials.   The 

inspection found a defect on a tank car containing Alkyl Acid Phosphate.  1 of the 8 manway 

bolts on the tank car were loose due to the bolts not being properly secured per Federal 

regulations. Code of Federal Regulations 49 CFR 173.31(d)(iv) states that shippers are 

responsible for determining that the closures and all fastenings securing them are properly 

tightened in place using a bar, wrench, or other suitable tool.  A leak of flammable alcohols 

could have catastrophic consequences.  The BNSF Railway Trainmaster on duty was 

immediately notified of the defect and completed corrective repairs.  The shipper was notified 

of the defect and performed a safety stand down for their employees to review safety 

regulations. 

August 25, 2020:  A CPUC Rail Safety Inspector conducted a series of inspections as a follow up 

to the collision of an Amtrak passenger train and an unoccupied vehicle that occurred on July 

26, 2020 at the Los Nietos Road crossing, located in Santa Fe Springs. Inspections were 

conducted covering  Public Utilities (PU) Code 7662 (Whistle Boards), General Order (GO) 26-D 
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(Clearances), GO 118-A (Walkways), GO 72-B (Grade Crossing Construction), and GO 75-D 

(Highway Grade Crossing Warning Devices) in the immediate vicinity of Los Nietos Road. No 

non-compliant conditions were noted during the inspection.  

August 26, 2020: A CPUC Railroad Bridge Inspector conducted a walkway inspection of Union 

Pacific Railroad (UP) Bridge No. 583.1 in Palm Springs, California. The inspection revealed a bent 

steel grate in the walkway creating a tripping hazard and an unsafe walkway adjacent to the 

main tracks.  The UP Track & Structures Team was contacted, and UP responded by replacing 

the bent steel grate and providing an evidentiary photograph that the hazard had been 

corrected.  

August 31, 2020: On December 4, 2019, a CPUC Railroad Safety Inspector noted a violation of 

CPUC GO 72B regarding the surface of a public grade crossing in Escondido on the North County 

¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ όb/¢5ύ 9ǎŎƻƴŘƛŘƻ {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊy rough in a 

few places due to a collapsed storm drain which the city was responsible for repairing. 

Additionally, the track within the crossing had settled and was no longer at an even plane with 

the highway.  On July 18, 2020, Bombardier Rail, in conjunction with the City of Escondido 

repaired the grade crossing. Bombardier removed the concrete crossing panels to strengthen 

the underlying track structure. Once the track work was completed the city removed the 

damaged underdrain adjacent to the crossing and replaced it with a new one. Bombardier 

replaced the crossing panels while the city repaved portions of the crossing approaches.  On 

August 31, the crossing was reinspected and now complies with all CPUC General Orders. 
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RAIL CROSSINGS AND ENGINEERING BRANCH - RCEB  

In August 2020, the Rail Crossings and Engineering Branch (RCEB) completed the following:  

 
 

       August 
Closed 

Closed  
YTD 

Crossing Incident Reviews  12 168 

Safety Assessments/Quiet 
Zones/Reviews/Training  

38 395 

Proceedings, Resolutions and G.O. 88-B 
Reviews 

4 76 

Operation LifeSaver Presentations  0 12 

RAIL CROSSING INCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS 

In August 2020, RCEB closed 12 incidents at highway-rail at-grade crossings. These 12 incidents 

resulted in three fatalities and seven injuries. 
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SAFETY ASSESSMENTS, QUIET ZONES AND REVIEWS 

In August 2020, RCEB completed 38 rail-crossing safety assessments involving: communications, 

field inspections, meetings, quiet zone reviews, staff training, and diagnostic reviews with 

railroads and local agencies. These activities review existing crossings and proposed changes to 

crossing warning devices.   
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PROCEEDINGS, RESOLUTIONS AND G.O. 88B REVIEWS  

In August 2020, RCEB approved three General Order 88-B applications for changes to existing 

crossings.  Also, the Commission approved SX-139 Resolution ς Foothill Gold Line Gate Down 

Variance. 

 

RAIL TRANSIT SAFETY BRANCH ɀ RTSB 

In August 2020, the Rail Transit Safety Branch (RTSB) completed the following activities: 

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS PLANS 

Á 13 Corrective Action Plans (CAPs)1 were opened. 

Á 13 were closed. 

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS 

Á 22 accidents were reported by Rail Transit Agencies (RTAs).2 

 
1 General Order 164-E defines Corrective Action Plan as a plan developed by a Rail Transit Agency that describes 
the actions the RTA will take to minimize, mitigate, control, correct, or eliminate risks and hazards, and the 
schedule for implementing those actions. 

2 Per General Order 164-E, the Commission must be notified within 2 hours by rail transit agencies of accidents if 
they include one of the following: a fatality (occurring at the scene, or within 30 calendar days following the 
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